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Proclamation 6346 of October 3, 1991
German-American Day, 1991 and 1992

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When German settlers landed in America near Philadelphia on October
6, 1683, they established the first of the many ties that exist between
the United States and Germany. Since then, generations of German im-
migrants and their descendants have made outstanding contributions to
American history and culture. However, the ties that we celebrate
today are not only those born of kinship but also those based on
common values and aspirations. Indeed, the same love of liberty that
led the first German immigrants to these shores continues to animate
U.S.-German relations.

For more than 40 years following World War II, the United States
stood together with its friends in the Federal Republic of Germany to
help guarantee that nation's freedom and security and to advance our
common interests. Yet we also shared the hope that all Germans would
one day enjoy the blessings of liberty in a united, democratic, and sov-
ereign Germany. The dramatic opening of the Berlin Wall in November
1989 and the official unification of Germany less than one year later
marked the achievement of that goal. Today the United States looks
forward to continuing the friendship that our two peoples have so long
enjoyed. Active trade and close political cooperation within the context
of the Atlantic Alliance are among the most important dimensions of
this relationship. However, we also value our various “people-to-
people” contacts and exchanges. Accordingly, to promote the exchange
of information and ideas with the five new Federal States of Germa-
ny—which for too long had been isolated by the ruling communist
regime—we have joined with the German government in establishing
the RIAS Foundation. In addition to facilitating cooperative radio and
television productions, the Foundation will offer training and other pro-
grams for students, broadcast journalists, and other media profession-
als. This year the United States also opened a new Consulate General
in the city of Leipzig, further strengthening the ties between our two
peoples.

The new, united Germany that stands in friendship with the United
States also stands as our partner in leadership. After Iragi forces
launched their brutal invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 1990, Germany
joined in the international coalition that condemned the aggression and
resolved to uphold the rule of law. Moreover, today’s Germany not
only symbolizes a new Europe, a Europe whole and free, but also is
helping to lead the effort to achieve this goal. Along with the United
States and other Western nations, Germany is offering valuable sup-
port to the emerging democracies of Central and Eastern Europe
through investment, training programs, and technical assistance.

In keeping with its enhanced stature as a force for peace and stability
in global affairs, Germany will host the next summit of the world's
seven leading industrialized nations. The United States looks forward
to this meeting in Munich in July 1992, and we welcome the many op-
portunities that lie ahead in U.S.-German relations.
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The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 151, has designated October
6, 1991, and October 6, 1992, as “German-American Day” and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of these occasions.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 6, 1991, and October 6, 1992,
as German-American Day. I call upon the people of the United States
to observe these occasions with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6347 of October 4, 1891
National Radon Action Week, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Radon is a naturally occurring, colorless gas that, when concentrated in
high levels, can pose a threat to human health, Generated by the natu-
ral breakdown of uranium in soil, rock, and groundwater, radon can
gradually seep into any building through cracks and other openings in
the foundation. Because radon has been detected in every State across
the country, all Americans should be aware of this potential hazard.

High levels of radon in the home are believed to be the second leading
cause of lung cancer in the United States. Indeed, only smoking causes
more deaths by the disease. People who smoke and dwell in a house
with unacceptable levels of radon run an especially high risk of devel-

oping lung cancer.

Fortunately, even extremely high levels of radon in the home can be
reduced, and testing for the gas is relatively simple and inexpensive.
Indeed, testing one's home, school, or office for radon should require
little time and few resources.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency has joined with a
number of State governments in promoting local efforts to help Ameri-
cans test their homes and schools. Other organizations that are sharing
in these efforts include: the American Lung Association, the Advertis-
ing Council, the Consumer Federation of America, the American Public
Health Association, the National Safety Council, and the National As-
sociation of Counties. This week, I join with them in urging all Ameri-
cans to test their homes for radon and to make any necessary modifi-
cations to reduce excessive levels of the gas.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 132, has designated the week
of October 13 through October 18, 1991, as “National Radon Action
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